
Grade 12 

 Darius the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram       Lexile: HL710 

Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more 

about Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. He's about to take his 

first-ever trip to Iran, and it's pretty overwhelming—especially when 

he's also dealing with clinical depression, a disapproving dad, and a 

chronically anemic social life. In Iran, he gets to know his ailing but 

still formidable grandfather, his loving grandmother, and the rest of 

his mom's family for the first time. And he meets Sohrab, the boy 

next door who changes everything. 

Sohrab makes sure people speak English so Darius can understand what's going on. 

He gets Darius an Iranian National Football Team jersey that makes him feel like a True 

Persian for the first time. And he understands that sometimes, best friends don't have to 

talk. Sohrab calls him Darioush--the original Persian version of his name--and Darius 

has never felt more like himself than he does now that he's Darioush to Sohrab. When 

it's time to go home to America, he'll have to find a way to be Darioush on his own. 

 

 When I Was Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago  Lexile: 1020L 

Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto Rico, where her 

childhood was full of both tenderness and domestic strife, tropical 

sounds and sights as well as poverty. Growing up, she learned the 

proper way to eat a guava, the sound of tree frogs in the mango 

groves at night, the taste of the delectable sausage called morcilla, 

and the formula for ushering a dead baby's soul to heaven. As she 

enters school we see the clash, both hilarious and fierce, of Puerto 

Rican and Yankee culture. When her mother, Mami, a force of nature, 

takes off to New York with her seven, soon to be eleven children, Esmeralda, the oldest, 

must learn new rules, a new language, and eventually take on a new identity. In this first 

volume of her much-praised, bestselling trilogy, Santiago brilliantly recreates the idyllic 

landscape and tumultuous family life of her earliest years and her tremendous journey 

from the barrio to Brooklyn, from translating for her mother at the welfare office to high 

honors at Harvard. 

 

 

https://mvlc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/methuen1/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:981281/one
https://mvlc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/methuen1/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:151224/one


 Make Your Home Among Strangers by Jennine Capo Crucet 

When Lizet—the daughter of Cuban immigrants and the first in her 

family to graduate from high school—secretly applies and is accepted 

to an ultra-elite college, her parents are furious at her decision to 

leave Miami. Just weeks before she's set to start school, her parents’ 

divorce and her father sells her childhood home, leaving Lizet, her 

mother, and Leidy—Lizet's older sister, a brand-new single mom—

without a steady income and scrambling for a place to live. 

Amidst this turmoil, Lizet begins her first semester at Rawlings 

College, distracted by both the exciting and difficult moments of freshman year. But the 

privileged world of the campus feels utterly foreign, as does her new awareness of 

herself as a minority. Struggling both socially and academically, she returns to Miami for 

a surprise Thanksgiving visit, only to be overshadowed by the arrival of Ariel 

Hernandez, a young boy whose mother died fleeing with him from Cuba on a raft. The 

ensuing immigration battle puts Miami in a glaring spotlight, captivating the nation and 

entangling Lizet's entire family, especially her mother. 

Pulled between life at college and the needs of those she loves, Lizet is faced with 

difficult decisions that will change her life forever. Urgent and mordantly funny, Make 

Your Home Among Strangers tells the moving story of a young woman torn between 

generational, cultural, and political forces; it's the new story of what it means to be 

American today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All book descriptions adapted from the publisher or goodreads.com. 
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